My Three Years in America

"These arc American principles, American policies. We
could stand for no others* And they arc also the principles
and policies of forward looking men and womqn everywhere,
of every modem nation, of ovory enlightened community, They
arc the principles of mankind and must prevail/'
In Helfferioh's account of these matters, the author charges
this appnal of Mr. Wilson's with having favoured the Entente'
side, because in it the conditions laid down are regarded as an
acceptable basis for peace.   When I returned to^ Germany the
Imperial Chancellor advanced the same argument in my presence;
I have heard it repeated again and again at home, and among
other places, before the Examination Committee of the National
Assembly,    It seems to me that this view is rather a Berlin
fable comeniic*   There is nu word in the document which would
justify one in drawing such a conclusion.    The President stated
simply that he had invited both belligerent parties to define
the conditions under which they would make peace, and that
the Entente had replied fully to the  invitation, whereas the
Central Powers had not submitted their terms*    Ho then pro*
ceedecl to say that in so far as the conditions insisted upon by
one side had become known/we had advanced a step nearer to
the discussion of peace.   If we read the wording of the docu-
ment without prejudice, and in connection with the views ex-
pressed by American statesmen, it becomes abundantly clear
that the President regarded the terms laid down by our enemies
as maximum conditions, and further, that ho believed that we
also would submit our maximum terms, and finally come to an
agreement by adopting a middle course*
Herr Helfferich makes a similar charge against Wilson's
Note of the x8th December, owing to the threats that it eon-*
tained* But this charge strikes me as being just as gratuitous
as the first. The threats were uttered in London quite as plainly
as they were in Berlin, "The charge of partiality would have
been justified only if the threats had been contained simply in
version of the Note which was sent to Berlin.
Besides, in all Entente countries, it was maintained that
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